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Keynote Speakers:  

Prof Engin Isin (The Open University)  

Dr Therese O'Toole (University of Bristol) 

Recent cultural, social and political events reveal how citizenship and social movements 
collide and interact in increasingly nuanced and complex ways. Occupy, the revolutions 
in Tunisia and Egypt, Gezi Park, Sans Papiers, No Borders demand that we re-assess this 
relationship and think beyond the classification of citizenship and formal political 
membership. Aided by technological transformations, social movements emerge as both 
local/global in orientation - from environmental rights, animal rights, gender and sexual 
rights, migrant and refugee movements to demands for colonial reparations and 
indigenous land claims.  Whilst traditionally understood as the enactment of civil or 
political ‘citizenship’, scholars have begun to explore how social movements themselves 
provide alternative spaces for the play, disruption and even (re)theorisation of 
citizenship. Importantly for Citizenship Studies, the participation of those without formal 
rights in social movements complicates our sovereign understanding of the citizen. 
Equally, whilst civil and political citizenship has usually been studied and understood as 
a product of European history, exploring social movements helps us recognise the 
global dimensions of being political as well as its radical contingency. This two day 
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interdisciplinary conference addresses these issues by exploring how citizenship and 
social movements continue to reshape each other.   

In exploring the interrelationship between citizenship and current social movements we 
call for papers across several fields of study, including political philosophy, political 
geography, sociology, legal studies, education and political studies. In order to 
understand how citizenship studies can help us understand social movements and how 
social movements reconfigure citizenship we are interested in research on: 

• Participation; social movements as resistance; protest and contemporary rights 
claims.  

• The development of social/political trust, social movements and political 
subjectivity.  

• The role of identities in citizenship and social movements. 
• Mobilisation, new information and communication technologies (ICTs) and social 

and political movements.  
• New trans-nationalisation of citizenship and social movements.   
• Social movements as sites for education, practice and learning.  

This will be a two-day event organised around a series of keynote talks and paper 
presentations that will allow for the exchange of ideas and experiences.  

We especially welcome abstract submissions from postgraduate and early career 
researchers as well as established researchers. Each speaker will be given 15 minutes to 
present their paper and 10 minutes each for questions.   

Abstracts should be no more than 250 words and include title, author, affiliation, current 
position and contact email. To submit an abstract, please click HERE no later than 
Tuesday 1st March 2016. 

Registration is free, but delegates must register. Lunch and refreshments will be 
provided. 

Registration will be open after the decision on abstracts is released.  

 

For inquiries, please contact: 

Dr Nora Siklodi (University of Portsmouth, UK) nora.siklodi@port.ac.uk (Conference 
chair; Contact for academic and University of Portsmouth inquires related to this event) 
 
Dr Kristoffer Halvorsrud  (University of Newcastle, UK) k_halvorsrud@hotmail.com  
(Contact for abstract and booking related inquires, as well as BSA Citizenship study 
group inquires) 
 
Prof. Trond Solhaug  (Norwegian University of Science and Technology, Norway) 
trond.solhaug@plu.ntnu.no (Contact for ECPR Standing Group on Citizenship inquires) 
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