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The Brazilian Equatorial Margin (BEM) is a passive, stable margin at equatorial latitudes characterized by 

continuous sedimentary sequences divided among a series of basins. These basins contain a unique record 

of regional tectonic, biotic, and climatic events from the end of the early Cretaceous to present. This 

workshop aims to build community support and to develop an integrated drilling strategy to obtain high-

quality tectono-sedimentary and paleoceanographic records for the Mesozoic and Cenozoic BEM to 

improve our knowledge of the response of the regional physical and biological systems to (a) the opening 

and expansion of the South Atlantic, and (b) long- and short-term changes in global climate, particularly 

the extreme greenhouse events, and Cenozoic cooling.  More specifically, by integrating coring data with 

models, the results of drilling will offer new insights into: (1) regional sea level response to glacioeustatic 

and tecto-sedimentary changes along the BEM; (2) evolution of tropical marine climate (sea surface 

temperature and salinity) to elevated levels of atmospheric CO2; (3) regional circulation (i.e., current 

intensity) and sea level response to opening of Southern ocean gateways, Eocene cooling and the 

appearance and expansion of continental ice-sheets; (4)  the evolution of tropical marine ecosystems, 

productivity, and carbon fluxes; and (5) the evolution of the equatorial landscape and sediment fluxes to the 

margin. In this workshop, we solicit active and relevant proponent investigating potential drill sites and IODP 
proposals that seek to enhance our understanding of BEM tectonic and environmental changes and other topics 
on all temporal and spatial scales. 

Pre-registration until 7 of December 2013 

sending an email to: jovane@usp.br 

The cost of the workshop is ~800US$ including transfer from GRU international airport, food and 

hotel. We are  financial support from various funding agencies to cut those expenses. 


