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In this talk, I will try to look back at a trajectory that 

was never meant to be one, a trajectory also in which 

the dimension of the past came back, obsessively and 

inevitably, however much I tried to be more strictly 

"philosophical." In what has been its end so far [and in a 

forthcoming book under the title "After 1945 -- Latency 

as Origin of the Present"] this sequence led me to the 

question [perhaps relevant to real historians] whether 

there is a dimension where what we are all so very much 

aware of in our "inner lives" [and refer to with concepts 

as vague as "feelings," "emotions" or "mentalités"] can show an objectivity that makes it 

accessible to description.  
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