
 

 

Dreaming the English Renaissance  
Politics and Desire in Court and Culture  
Carole Levin  
 
This fascinating book explores the cultural and social significance of dreams and dreaming during the 
Tudor/Stuart age. Carole Levin looks at ideas about dreams, actual dreams people had and recorded, and the 
many ways dreams intersected with contemporary culture and politics in order to provide a window into the 
mental life and the most profound beliefs of people of the time. 
  
 

"Dreaming the English Renaissance is cultural history at its very best, providing unusual access into the hopes and fears of early 
modern men and women. A deeply rewarding read for anyone interested in the turbulent social, political, and religious world of 
Tudor and Stuart England." 

--James Shapiro, Columbia University

" Carole Levin's mesmerizing account begins with Richard Haydock, the 'sleeping preacher' at the court of King James. Haydock 
analogized dreams to 'a stone cast into the water, from which arises presently a circle, which instantly begets another, and yet a 
third.'  Just so, historical import and new understandings ripple from the remarkable dreams, nightmares, premonitions, and visions 
Levin has rediscovered. Her careful analysis of unconventional sources gives us a Renaissance that is at once more wonderfully 
strange and more intimately knowable than we have ever had before. 

--Lena Cowen Orlin, Georgetown University
 

CONTENTS 
Introduction * 1605, the Year of Three Dreams * Theorists and Practitioners: Dreaming About the Living and the Dead * Religion and 
Witchcraft * Sexuality and Power * Sacred Blood and Monarchy * The Royal Road to the Death of the King * The Use of Dreams as a 
Way to Understand History 
  
 
Carole Levin is Willa Cather Professor of History at the University of Nebraska. She is the author of The Heart and Stomach of a 
King: Elizabeth I and the Politics of Sex and Power and The Reign of Elizabeth I. 
  
224 pp. / 0-230-60261-4 / $27.95 pb. 

PALGRAVE MACMILLAN • 20% DISCOUNT ORDER FORM Promo Code: P356ED 

Qty ISBN Author/Title List Price 20% Discount 
 ___      0-230-60261-4 Levin/Dreaming the English Renaissance $27.95 

C$30.95 
$22.36 
C$24.76 

SHIP TO: 
Name: ________________________________________________ 

Institution: ____________________________________________ 

Department: ___________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 
(Shipments made to P.O. Box cannot be tracked; use street address if possible) 

City: __________________________________________________ 

State: __________  Zip: __________________________________ 
 

 

*SEND CANADIAN ORDERS TO: 
 

H.B. Fenn & Co. Ltd 
34 Nixon Rd 
Bolton, Ontario 
L7E 1W2 
Canada 
 

Fax your order: (800) 465-3422 
Order by Phone (800) 267-FENN 

 

Send U.S. orders to: 
VHPS 
16365 James Madison Hwy.  
(Rte 15) 
Gordonsville, VA 22942 
 
Fax your order: (800) 672-2054 
Order by phone: (888) 330-8477 
Save when you order online! 
www.palgrave-usa.com 
  

Payment Options: 
 

 Enclosed is a check or money order made payable to 
     Palgrave Macmillan or H. B. Fenn* 

 Charge my credit card: 
In the US:  Visa  Mastercard  American Express 
In Canada:  Visa  Mastercard 

 

VHPS will appear as the payee on your invoice. 
 

for U.S. orders, please add $5.00 for shipping 
for Canadian orders, please add C$3.50 for shipping 
 

Card #: ________________________________________ 

Exp. Date: ______________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________ 
 
When ordering by phone or on the web, refer to the PROMO CODE to 
get the 20% discount. 
 
Applies to individuals only. Prices are subject to change without notice.  

 

 


