
BUILDING EVENTS 
INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH 
WORKSHOPS 
 
This workshop series investigates the notion of 
‘building event’ in architectural, urban or 
geographical terms. The notion of ‘building 
event’ brings into view the multiplicity of 
alliances that work to make, shape and perform 
a building or urban space. The workshops offer 
an opportunity to explore the socio-technical 
effort entailed in the making of buildings 
(designs and designers, plans and planners, 
builders and their technologies), the living of 
buildings  (users, managers, cleaners, artists, 
event programmers, repair workers, safety 
inspectors), and even the death of buildings 
(again plans and planners, but also 
conservators, demolition experts, removalists, 
curators). The themes selected offer a 
framework through which we might restructure 
the very terms by which we know and co-habit 
with buildings.  
We invite you to join us in getting up close to 
buildings, re-inhabiting their logics and re-
thinking their future.  The Workshops are co-
hosted by the Department of Architecture and 
the Institute of Geography at the University of 
Edinburgh and are linked to a wider AHRC- 
funded, research project that engages with the 
residential highrise as a global building event. 
The Workshops include presentations from 
invited speakers as well as reportage from The 
Highrise Project.  
 
 
EVENTS 
Entropy, Decay, Demolition 
28 April 2006 
 
Art, Performance, Building 
9 November 2006 
 
Material, Body, Technology  
(forthcoming in 2007) 
 
Density, Scale, Mass 
(forthcoming in 2007) 
 
 
WORKSHOP ORGANISERS 
Jane M. Jacobs, Stephen Cairns, Ignaz Strebel



ART, PERFORMANCE, BUILDING  
BUILDING EVENT II 
 
Thursday, 9 November 2006 
 
Crit. Room 2  
The Maltings 
University of Edinburgh 
School of Arts, Culture, and Environment 
20 Chambers Street 
Edinburgh EH1 1JZ 
 

 

This workshop looks at the ways in which art 
is implicated in the making and un-making of 
building events, and specifically in relation to 
the often contentious tall building. A wide 
range of contemporary art practice has used 
the tall building as a source of inspiration, 
object of commentary, or a site of action. 
Something about the particular qualities of the 
tall building – its scale, height, formal qualities, 
and radically novel modes of occupancy – 
has, from the outset, attracted the attention of 
artists. The workshop brings together artists, 
other professionals and academics who have 
worked with or thought about art practices in 
relation to built form generally, and the tall 
building specifically. Our aim is to open 
discussion on how art practices have operated 
as a mediating technology in the making and 
unmaking of buildings. 

 
 
PROGRAMME 
09.30 Coffee and pastries at Crit. Room 2 
 
10.00 Opening remarks 
 
10.15 Subsidising Function: art practices and highrise 
 Stephen Cairns 
 
11.00 Coffee 
 
11.30 Concrete Thoughts: modern architecture and contemporary art 
 Sam Gathercole 
 
12.15 Art, History and the Megalopolis - Visualizing Sao Paolo 
 Richard Williams 
 
13.00 Lunch 
 
13.45 Wave: a transmission of the repetition of transition 
 A work in response to the demolition of the Queen Elizabeth Tower Blocks,  
 The Gorbals,12th Sept 1993. 
 Peter McCaughey 
 
14.30 Highrise Art audit 
 Jane Jacobs and Ignaz Strebel 
 
15.15 Discussion 
 led by Andrew Patrizio 
 
16.00  Workshop close 



 
SPEAKERS 
Stephen Cairns, Head of Architecture at Edinburgh University and member of the Highrise team 
 www.architecture.ed.ac.uk 
Sam Gathercole, co-curator of ‘Concrete Thoughts’ an exhibition currently shown at the 
Withworth Art Gallery in Manchester 
 www.whitworth.manchester.ac.uk/exhibitions/future/concretethoughts/ 
Richard Williams, Senior Lecturer, History of Art, School of Art, Culture and Environment, 
University of Edinburgh 
    www.arthistory.ed.ac.uk/Contacts/Profile/RWilliams.htm 
Peter McCaughey, Glasgow based artist and Lecturer in the Sculpture and Environmental Art 
Department at Glasgow School of Art 
Andrew Patrizio, Director of Research Development at Edinburgh College of Art,  
 www.eca.ac.uk 
 
 
THE HIGHRISE PROJECT TEAM 
   www.architecture.ed.ac.uk and www.geosciences.ed.ac.uk/geography 
   www.highriseproject.ac.uk (forthcoming) 
Paul Anderson  paul.anderson@ed.ac.uk 
Emma Bush  emmaevebush@hotmail.com 
Stephen Cairns  stephen.cairns@ed.ac.uk 
Jane M. Jacobs  jane.jacobs@ed.ac.uk 
Nigel Peake  nigel@secondstreet.co.uk 
Eduardo Serafin eduardo.serafin@ed.ac.uk 
Ignaz Strebel  ignaz.strebel@ed.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 

   


