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The past two decades have established radical
democratic theory as an important
counterweight to well-established disputes
in political theory. But should radical
democracy be understood in terms of
abundance or lack? Does the ethos of radical
democracy lead to pluralisation or hegemony?
What is the relationship between radical
democracy and the Left?

Radical democracy: Politics between
abundance and lack starts from a clear
recognition of the new terms of these pressing
questions. The volume is the first of its kind to
outline a debate in political theory between
those who subscribe to an ontological
imaginary of abundance and those who
subscribe to an imaginary of lack. It also
connects the work Deleuze and Lacan with
the tradition of political thought that runs
from Spinoza and Hegel to Marx and
Nietzsche. The result is a number of unique
contributions on topics such as: identity/
difference, the public sphere, social
movements, nature, popular culture, right-
wing populism and political economy.

Radical democracy’s contributors come from
a variety of national contexts and academic
disciplines. The introduction advances the
discussion of radical democracy beyond the
existing literature in the field, and the two
afterwords by William Connolly and Ernesto
Laclau look towards the future of radical
democracy. This makes the volume essential
reading for advanced students and scholars
who have an interest in the political and
theoretical problems of contemporary
democracy.
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