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Developed from two different origins 
• Statistics on migration flows and foreign population 

Related to demographic statistics 

• Asylum and immigration control statistics 
Area of Commission policy competence after the Treaty of Amsterdam 

 

Combined within Regulation (EC) 862/2007 

 

Harmonisation of methodology as key priority 

 

More recently … 

 Migrant integration statistics 



Data collections 
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• International migration 

 

• Asylum 

 

• Residence Permit 

 

• Enforcement of Immigration Legislation (EIL) 



International migration statistics 
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• Content 

• International migration flows 

• Population stocks of foreigners and foreign-born 

• Acquisition of citizenship 
 

• Data collected annually from National Statistical Institutes 
 

• Wide variety of data sources according to national availability and 
practice 

• Population registers 

• Administrative records – visas, residence permits 

• Household surveys 

• Border surveys 

• Censuses… 



Recent improvements (Int. Migr.) 

• Regulation (EC) No 1260/2013 on European demographic 
statistics (Population, Vital events) 

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 205/2014 (Breakdowns of data) 
 

• Art. 9: consistency between demographic and migration 
data  
 

• New UNIfied DEMOgraphic Data Collection (UNIDEMO); 
related datasets:  

• Immigration:  11 (2 mandatory, 3 partially) 

• Emigration:   8 (3 partially mandatory) 

• Acquisitions of citizenship: 2 (1 mandatory) 

• Losses of citizenship:  1 (voluntary) 

 

 



Who should be counted? 
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It is important that European statistics are based on comparable definitions 

• but national systems have widely different definitions of residence and 
migration 

 

Usual residence: a person is resident in the country where he/she 
normally sleeps     

(or, by default, in the place of registered residence) 

 

Migration: a person is a migrant if he/she changes the country of 
usual residence for 12 months or more  

 

These definitions apply to all persons – regardless of citizenship, 
reason for migration, whether the migration is authorised… 



International migration 
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• Main users 

• European Commission policy makers  

• National governments 

• Researchers and academics 

 

• Policy areas 

• Immigration 

• Labour market 

• Sustainability of social security and pension systems  

• Migrant integration 

 



Asylum 
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• Content 

• Asylum applicants; applications pending and withdrawn 

• Applications of Unaccompanied Minors 

• Decisions on applications, first instance and final 

• Resettlement  

• "Dublin" statistics 

 

• 20 tables / datasets collected monthly, quarterly, annually 

 

• Data providers 
 Ministries of the Interior, Immigration Agencies, NSIs 



Asylum 
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• Main use of asylum data: 
• Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) 

• Policy making and risk analysis in asylum area 

 

• Main users: 
• European Commission policy makers (DG HOME) 

• EU Agencies: EASO, FRONTEX 

• National governments 

• NGOs and researchers in the asylum/migration area 

 

• Priorities: 
• Fast and frequent data releases to meet user needs 

• Close cooperation with EASO, FRONTEX 



Residence Permits 
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• Content 

• First residence permits by reason 

• Change of status permits 

• Stock of all valid permits 

• Long-term residents 

• EU Blue Cards 

 

• Collected annually 
 

• Data providers 
 Ministries of Interior, Immigration Agencies, NSI 
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• Main use of permit data 
• Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) 

• Policy making in immigration policy area 

 

• Main users 

• European Commission policy makers (DG HOME, DG EMPL) 

 

• Priorities 

• Rising awareness of the potential use of permit data 

• Implementation of new legal requirements (Seasonal Workers, 
ICT) 



Enforcement of Immigration 
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• Content 
• Statistics on TCNs refused entry at external border 

• TCNs apprehended being illegally present 

• Obligations to leave the country 

• Returns 
 

• Main use of data:  
• Internal Security Fund (ISF) 

• Schengen, Borders & Visas policies 
 

• Collected annually  
 

• Data providers 
 Ministries of Interior, Immigration Agencies, Border Guards,  Police, 

 NSI (only transmission) 



Migrant integration statistics 

• The Zaragoza Declaration, adopted in April 2010 by EU Ministers 
responsible for immigrant integration issues, and approved at the Justice 
and Home Affairs Council on 3-4 June 2010 
 

• Actions:  

1) Zaragoza pilot study – calculate indicators of migrant integration and 
identify where these indicators cannot be reliably produced due to 
sampling and other methodological issues related to the surveys (2011) 

2) ‘Migrants in Europe. A statistical portrait of the first and second 
generation’ (2011) 

 

• The main policy areas of relevance for monitoring the outcome of 
integration policies: employment, education, social inclusion, active 
citizenship.  
 

• Data sources: Labour Force Survey (LFS), LFS ad-hoc modules, EU 
Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (SILC), Migration statistics 

 

 



Current integration indicators 

25-26 April 2012 

1) Employment (LFS) 
• unemployment rate; employment rate;  

• activity rate; self-employment;  

• over-qualification rate; temporary employment;  

• part-time employment; long-term unemployment 

2) Education (LFS) 
• highest educational attainment; tertiary attainment;  

• early school leaving; language skills of non-native speakers. 

• participation in lifelong learning; not in education, employment or training 

3) Social inclusion (EU SILC) 
• median net income;  

• persons at risk of poverty or social exclusion; at-risk-of-poverty rate;  

• property ownership; housing cost overburden;  

• child poverty; overcrowding;  

• In-work poverty-risk; persistent poverty risk; 

• severe material deprivation rate; people living in households with very low work 
intensity 



Current integration indicators 

25-26 April 2012 

 

4) Health (EU SILC) 
• self-reported health status 

• self-reported unmet need for medical care;  

• life expectancy;  

• healthy life years. 

 

5) Education (Migration statistics) 
• naturalisation rate;  

• share of long-term residence. 

 



Publications and data  
dissemination 
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• Compendium publications 

 

• Statistical books 

 

• Statistics in Focus 

 

• Statistics Explained 
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Thanks for your attention! 


