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To all COPS members

DearColleague,

Committee of Professors of Statistics
Annual Meeting

24thMay 2004,1.30p.m.
UniversityCollegeLondon

Thepapersfor thisyear’sCOPSmeetingareenclosed.Asyouwill see,oneof themainitems,to
whichweshoulddevoteagoodmeasureof timeat themeeting,is therecentreportof theInter-
nationalReview of Mathematics(includingStatistics)commissionedby theEPSRC.Statistics
featuresstronglyin thereportandwe shouldcertainlyaim to respondto theissuesit raises.If
you haven’t hada chanceto look at the IRM report,it canbeviewedon thewebsitelistedon
theagenda.

Oneof theproblemswealwaysfaceat theCOPSmeetingis thatthelengthof theagendatends
to squeezeoutsomeitems.Thisyear, I proposeto runthroughsomeof thestandardissues,such
asagendaitems8 and9, at theverybeginningof themeeting.Thiswill ensurethatthey receive
a brief airing (which didn’t happenlastyear, I’m afraid)andit will alsoensurethatwe give a
propervoteof thanksto thosewho look aftertheseactivities to suchgoodeffectonbehalfof us
all. Apart from averysmallnumberof specificdecisionsto betaken,I wouldnotexpectthatto
takemorethan10 minutesor so.

Again on thequestionof time, I have agreedwith AnnetteBramley, theProgrammeManager
for MathematicalSciencesat EPSRC,thatwe will not have theusualgeneralpresentationon
EPSRCissues,so that time canbe preserved for IRM-relateddiscussion.A small leafletde-
scribingtheMathematicalSciencesprogrammemoregenerallyis enclosed.If therearespecific
EPSRCissues,beyondthosecoveredby theIRM, which you would like to raise,pleaselet me
know in advanceasAnnettewill bepresentonly for thefirst partof themeeting.

It wouldalsobehelpful for meto commenton someof theotherpapersenclosed.

� A mapis providedto helpyoufind thevenueat UCL.
� Sir JohnKingmanhasprovidedsomeinformationsheetson theIsaacNewtonInstitutefor

usto readin advanceof themeeting.Sir Johnhasto leavethemeetingearlysothisshould
helpto streamlinediscussionof theINI.

� It wouldbeveryhelpful if youcouldchecktheCOPSmembershiplist andsenddetailsof
any changesto lornam@stats.gla.ac.uk.



� Theusuallist of completedPh.D.’s is enclosed,extractedfrom theannualquestionnaires.
I haven’t includeda questionnairesummarybecausewe arestill missinga few important
returns.I will make somecommentson thequestionnairesat themeetingbut it would be
betterto circulatethesummarywhenit is complete.

� DougAltman kindly agreedto representCOPSon anexperimentaldesignworkinggroup
organisedby theMRC. A brief reporton this is enclosed.

� Finally, a financialstatementfrom our Treasurer, JulianStander, is included.This will be
oneof theitemscoverednearthestartof themeeting.

Theagendaandpapersarealsoavailableon theCOPSwebsiteatwww.copstat.ac.uk

I look forwardto seeingyou on24th.

Bestwishes,

Adrian Bowman


