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May 17,2004

To all COPS members

DearColleague,

Committee of Professors of Statistics
Annual Meeting
24thMay 2004,1.30p.m.
University CollegeLondon

Thepaperdor thisyears COPSmeetingareenclosedAs youwill seepneof themainitems,to

whichwe shoulddevoteagoodmeasuref time atthe meeting,is therecentreportof theInter-

nationalReview of Mathematicgincluding Statistics)commissionedy the EPSRC Statistics
featuresstronglyin thereportandwe shouldcertainlyaim to respondo theissuest raises.If

you haven't hada chanceto look atthe IRM report,it canbe viewed on the websitelisted on

theagenda.

Oneof the problemswe alwaysfaceatthe COPSmeetingis thatthe lengthof theagenddends
to squeez®utsomeitems. Thisyear | proposeo runthroughsomeof thestandardssuessuch
asagendatems8 and9, atthevery beginningof themeeting.Thiswill ensurethatthey receve

a brief airing (which didn’t happerastyear I'm afraid) andit will alsoensurethatwe give a
propervote of thanksto thosewho look aftertheseactvitiesto suchgoodeffect on behalfof us
all. Apartfrom avery smallnumberof specificdecisiongo betaken,| would notexpectthatto

take morethan10 minutesor so.

Again on the questionof time, | have agreedwith AnnetteBramley, the ProgrammeManager
for MathematicalSciencesat EPSRC thatwe will not have the usualgeneralpresentatioron

EPSRCissuessothattime canbe presered for IRM-relateddiscussion.A smallleafletde-

scribingthe MathematicaScienceprogrammeanoregenerallyis enclosedlf therearespecific
EPSRCissuespbeyondthosecoveredby the IRM, which you would like to raise,pleasdet me

know in advanceasAnnettewill be presenbnly for thefirst partof the meeting.

It would alsobe helpful for meto commenton someof the otherpapersenclosed.

e A mapis providedto helpyou find thevenueat UCL.

¢ Sir JohnKingmanhasprovidedsomeinformationsheetson thelsaacNewton Institutefor
usto readin advanceof themeeting.Sir Johnhasto leave the meetingearlysothis should
helpto streamlinediscussiorof the INI.

¢ It would bevery helpful if you couldcheckthe COPSmembershipist andsenddetailsof
ary changedo | or nam@®t at s. gl a. ac. uk.



e Theusuallist of completedPh.D’s is enclosedgextractedfrom the annualquestionnaires.
| haven't includeda questionnairsummarybecauseve arestill missinga few important
returns.| will make somecommentson the questionnaireat the meetingbut it would be
betterto circulatethe summarywhenit is complete.

e DougAltman kindly agreedo represenCOP Son anexperimentaldesignworking group
organisedoy the MRC. A brief reportonthisis enclosed.

¢ Finally, afinancialstatemenfrom our TreasurerJulianStanderis included. This will be
oneof theitemscoverednearthe startof the meeting.

Theagendandpapersarealsoavailableonthe COPSwebsiteatww. copst at . ac. uk

| look forwardto seeingyou on 24th.

Bestwishes,

Adrian Bowman



